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Accept my invitation, let us dive head over heels into this open pictorial space of Mariannita Luzzati’s abstract 
landscapes towards an encounter with their rich and engaging shades of colour, their intriguing nuances of 
light and darkness and their alluring tones of blue (as in the monochromes of the Danube school). 
 
Maybe a memorial to our biblical dream of a promised land; or an epitaph to our historical hopes of conquering 
the new world, the primitive Eldorado. A vision only experimented by the natives, or immortalised by many 
romantic European traveller-painters?
 
There are no ideological impositions in these ‘landscapes’, no narratives, as what she returns to us is real 
painting. The opaque reality of painting, constructed in a lengthy and intense process by accumulating 
thousands of small brush strokes through dozens of veils, into layers of highly diluted oil pigments absorbed by 
the canvas. Each brush strike is accounted for in the constitution of the pictorial space but presented in a rather 
economical fashion. She has mastered twenty-five years of working in those paintings so that we do not see 
the materiality of labour.
 
It is a landscape with no spatial representation in a classical sense of the Renaissance. Since modern art (and 
abstraction), we no longer believe that pictorial space exists in a clear representational relationship with a 
recognisable three-dimensional space. A way that was paved by Turner and other impressionist painters 
exploiting atmospheric painting, or even before, by the romantic painters focused on the emotional and 
psychological aspects of space, such as Caspar F. David.
 
Mariannita’s paintings strongly impact us with an immaterial aspect, perhaps because they reveal to us only 
the indexical presence of a ghostly image. In her process, she always starts the work from a photograph. The 
initial drawing is a deconstruction of the visual image of a photograph from which she has departed; a given 
image, either taken by herself or from other ready-made sources; a grounding connection to her experience 
of the world, as well as an inspiration to her vision of what the painting could become after she declutters the 
image from buildings, people, or any other intrusions in the landscape.
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In the drawings, form is reflected in the lightness of the graffiti touch that levitates on the paper, creating 
delicate stains as if painted in subtle shades of grey, contradicting even the nature of drawing as sketch — for 
Mariannita they arise from the refinement of painting; in the engravings, the form appears in the imprecision 
of the polychrome between the diluted planes of the aquatint baths; in oil painting by the chromatic and tonal 
nuances of the pigment, in the contrast of chiaroscuro, in the passages of light and shadows.
 
The shapes, in this work, are not defined by lines or rigid contours, nor are they given to us immediately. They 
arise from the intensity of contrasts and light vibrations that propagate through the pigments and demand time 
for their appreciation. The form is only one step away from being completely diluted in the pictorial space. These 
‘bodies’ are unique presences, human silhouettes in a permanent state of apparition. They also make us feel 
uneasy about how they occupy space, as if they were undefined, blurred images, or exposed through a camera 
obscura, just a spectrality.

The artist solves the problem of the edges between figure and background, faced by Cézanne in his painting, 
but through a disorientating practice of playing with our perception, as happened in Italian metaphysical 
painting. In Scuola Metafisica, the dream atmosphere in the paintings seek a connection with the unconscious 
mind, in addition to physical reality, hence the name metaphysics. We cannot forget the fact that the artist 
comes from an Italian family, that she has studied in Italy, and despite having a great passion for nature and 
the light of the lush tropics, we note that perhaps she shared a strand of the Nordic influence of philosophy via 
Modern. Art. Nietzsche and Schopenhauer were important influences for De Chirico for example, I think here 
of the girl who runs with the toy (Mystery and Melancholy in a Street) or Morandi’s landscapes and still lifes 
(Still Life with Mannequin), works that use optical sensations and impact us with an emotional dislocation. 
Surely the adjectives attributed to that school, such as poetic, evocative, profound, perhaps also fit these works?
 
We cannot fail to mention, when observing the development of the work, that there was a sudden change in 
the use of colour, or the lack of it in recent years. Since the world literally fell over her head, her range of colours 
has become very restricted, particularly noted is an absence of reds. A brusque withdrawal of the symbolic and 
expressive function of colour, but which is now gradually taking up again in the latest works.

 
Looking at these oil paintings on the canvas we are given the choice to reflect upon our human condition in 
our predatory relation to nature, or about painting’s philosophical, historical or institutional condition, about R. 
Barthes’ studies on the indexical nature of photography, or we can also just simply accept that contemporary 
paintings deny any self-definition. 
 
She does not impose on us an image of landscape as we learnt to recognise in the history of art; cityscapes, 
winter scenes, seascapes, or country views. She works towards the conceptual definition of what landscape is 
or could be; its ontology. 
 
Into her own words, these images suggest that the viewer contemplate and reflect on emptiness and silence, 
which is our greatest need today.
 
We perceive this invitation as a courtesy. Would Mariannita be inviting us to a true meditative encounter with 
the work to experience the essential silence of painting?

Paula Terra-Neale 
Art Historian, Researcher, Independent Curator and creator of  

Terra-Arte platform, lives and works in Portugal and UK

p. 2 — untitled, 2012-2013
oil on canvas, 260 x 190 cm

p. 3 — untitled, 2021
oil on canvas, 35 x 60 cm

untitled, 2010
oil on canvas, 15 x 20 cm
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untitled, 1990
oil on canvas, 194 x 289 cm
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untitled, 1992
oil on canvas, 240 x 200 cm
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untitled 1990
oil on canvas, 251 x 200 cm

14



O Vulcão B/O, 1993
oil on canvas, 245 x 400 cm
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O Vulcão P/C, 1993
oil on canvas, 259 x 200 cm

O Vulcão P/B, 1993
oil on canvas, 264 x 400 cm (diptych)
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p. 24 — untitled, 2015
oil on canvas, 200 x 134 cm

p. 22-23 — Remédios, 1994
oil on canvas, 243 x 400 cm
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untitled, 2017
oil on canvas, 195 x 215 cm
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Praia Vermelha d, 2019
oil on canvas, 200 x 300 cm
(diptych)

30



Migrantes, 2019
oil on canvas, 200 x 300 cm  
(diptych)
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Pedra da Cebola, 2019
oil on canvas, 212 x 171 cm
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untitled, 2020
oil on canvas, 51 x 26 cm

untitled, 2020
oil on canvas, 35 x 60 cm
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p. 42 — Full Moon, 2020
oil on canvas, 170 x 200 cm
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Praia Vermelha, 2020
oil on canvas, 170 x 200 cm
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Praia Vermelha a, 2021
oil on canvas, 170 x 205 cm
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untitled, 2021
oil on canvas, 140 x 380 cm (diptych)
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untitled, 2020
oil on canvas, 35 x 60 cm

untitled, 2021
oil on canvas, 35 x 60 cm
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untitled, 2021
oil on canvas, 155 x 190 cm
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Queimada, 2021
oil on canvas, 150 x 300 cm (diptych)
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Full Moon, 2020, 
oil on canvas 

171 x 200 cm

5

Full Moon, 2020, 
oil on canvas 
84 x 64 cm
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untitled, 2012 
oil on canvas 

36 x 59 cm (left)

untitled, 2011 
oil on canvas 

140 x 229 cm (right)

untitled, 2009, oil on canvas 
150 x 250 cm (left)

untitled, 2009, oil on canvas 
150 x 250 cm (right)

untitled, 2004, oil on canvas 
200 x 240 cm

Lagoa Grande, 2004 
oil on canvas 
198 x 270 cm (left)

Seascape, 2004 
oil on canvas 
198 x 270 cm (right)

Noite alta, 2002, oil on canvas 
100 x 205 cm (left)

untitled, 2000, oil on canvas 
188 x 250 cm (right)
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untitled, 2000 
oil on canvas 
188 x 250 cm

untitled, 1996 
oil on canvas, 169,5 x 157,5 cm

untitled, 1996 
oil on canvas, 170x 145 cm

Alagados, 1997 
oil on canvas

170 x 200 cm

Los desaparecidos, 1992 
oil on canvas 
240 x 197 cm

untitled, 1992 
oil on canvas 

200 x 442 cm

untitled, 1990 
oil on canvas, 200 x 300 cm

untitled, 2008 
engraving, 49 x 64 cm (each)

untitled, 1991 
oil on canvas 
200 x 220 cm

Seascape 2, 1998 
oil on canvas  

170 x 182 cm
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Lucy e Luiz, 2001 
oil on canvas, 174 x 295 cm

untitled, 1997 
oil on canvas, 215 x 199 cm

32

untitled, 1992 
engraving, 120 x 180 cm

untitled, 1992 
oil on canvas, 200 x 240cm

27

31

O vulcão, 1993 
oil on canvas 
259 x 200 cm

32

untitled, 1992 
engraving, 180 x 180 cm

O vulcão p/b, 1993 
oil on canvas, 264 x 400 cm
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37Manon, 1994 
oil on canvas, 254 x 405 cm

untitled, 1994 
oil on canvas, 253 x 332 cm

39 40

34

38

untitled, 1992 
engraving, 180 x 240 cm

untitled, 2000 
oil on canvas, 155 x 275cm

untitled, 2008 
engraving 
64 x 49 cm
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